
Series: Hope, Suffering & Redemption (Week 4) 
Date: November 13, 2025 
Presenter: Pastor Donell M. Winder 
Lesson Title: What God Does Through Our Suffering 
Anchor Scripture: 2 Corinthians 1:3–4 (NLT) – “God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. He comforts us in all 
our troubles so that we can comfort others.” 
 

 

Big Idea 
Suffering is never wasted in the hands of God. What breaks us becomes what God uses to form us, strengthen us, and shape a 
legacy that outlives us. In Christ, pain becomes purpose, wounds become ministry, and trials become testimony. God comforts us 
not simply to bring us relief, but to equip us to comfort others. Our suffering becomes sacred soil where Christ forms His 
character, multiplies His work through our lives, and produces fruit that continues long after the struggle ends. When we 
surrender our pain to Him, God transforms it into strength for others and establishes a legacy that speaks long after we are gone. 
 

Key Insights 
• Suffering Forms Christ’s Character in Us: God uses hard seasons to shape who we are and to form the image of 

Christ within us. What feels like breaking becomes the place where endurance, character, and hope are formed in ways 
comfort could never produce. Suffering becomes the training ground where the Lord refines us and prepares us for 
purpose (Romans 5:3–5; Hebrews 5:8; James 1:2–4). 

• Suffering Becomes Ministry That Strengthens Others: What God brings us through, He uses to help others. The 
comfort we receive becomes the comfort we carry. Our scars become the testimony that lifts those who feel defeated. 
God turns our personal experiences of pain into ministry that brings healing, wisdom, and hope to others (2 Corinthians 
1:3–4; Genesis 50:20). 

• Suffering Produces Eternal Fruit That Outlasts Us: The trials we endure become the ground where God grows fruit 
that time cannot destroy. Through pruning, persistence, and faith, God develops qualities within us that remain. Our 
endurance becomes a witness. Our trust becomes strength. Our faith becomes inheritance. What we endure now 
produces fruit that heaven values forever (John 15:2; 1 Samuel 1:20; Galatians 6:9). 

• Suffering Creates a Legacy That Speaks After We Are Gone: God uses our suffering to establish a testimony that will 
strengthen others long after our season ends. Just as Paul, Job, and countless believers left witness through their 
endurance, our trust in God through hardship becomes a spiritual inheritance for generations. The faith we practice in 
pain becomes the legacy others learn to stand on (Psalm 102:18; Philippians 1:12; Hebrews 11:4). 

 

Application 
1. Embrace suffering as a place where Christ forms His character. 
2. Let God’s comfort transform you into a carrier of comfort. 
3. Trust that your endurance is producing fruit that will remain. 
4. Recognize that your perseverance is building a legacy of faith. 
5. Surrender your pain to God and allow Him to work purpose through i 
 

Closing Thought 
Suffering is not the end of our story. It is the beginning of what God is building through us. Every tear, every trial, and every 
moment of pressure becomes part of a greater plan. God is shaping us, strengthening others through us, and producing fruit that 
will outlast our lives. When we endure with faith, our suffering becomes a testimony that echo’s God’s goodness for generations 
to come. Our pain is never wasted; in the hands of Christ, it becomes our purpose, our ministry, and our legacy. 


